
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE, 

 AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2023 
 
Present:  Cllr Philip Cole (Chairman) 
   Cllr Martina Edmonds 
   Cllr Barrie Fishman 
   Cllr Graham Price 
   Cllr Danielle Rawstron 
   Cllr Mel Rollinson 
   Cllr Paul Vann 
       
In Attendance: County Cllr Julian Brazil 
   District Cllr Susan Jackson  

District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan 
   Four Member of Public 
   Martin Johnson (Town Clerk) 
 
22/103 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Councillors Anne Balkwill, Mike Jennings, Steve 
Mammatt, Chris Povey, Adam Sherring and Julia Wingate plus Sergeant Peter 
Shotton.        
 
Public Open Forum 
 
Members of public made the statements at Annex A. 
 
22/104 REPORTS FROM POLICE, DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL AND 

SOUTH HAMS DISTRICT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 
 
104.1 Sgt Peter Shotton had provided a Police report for January 2023 in his 
absence.  There had been 25 reported occurrences which covered a wide variety of 
incidents and crimes including criminal damage, thefts, arson, domestic assaults and 
child protection concerns.  The Kingsbridge and Salcombe Neighbourhood Policing 
Team now had a full complement of a Sergeant and 3 in number Police Constables; 
the posting of a Police Community Support Officer was awaited in summer.  The 
Bandstand fire was still under investigation and the case had been referred for an 
assessment of the suspects in order for an appropriate penalty/outcome which was 
anticipated for 16 March.  He requested for the public to continue to contact the local 
team via kingsbridge@devonandcornwall.police.uk with any questions, intelligence 
or information.  However, actual crime or incidents needed to be reported via 101 
email/telephone or the force website. 
 
104.2 Cllr Brazil reported that Tumbly Hill Day Centre representatives were due to 
meet with Age Concern in early March to discuss the operation of the former and 
whether the service could be moved elsewhere and indeed what would then become 
of the building.  He considered the best location for a youth club was at the Horizons 
building in Fore Street and was awaiting feedback from Devon County Council 
(DCC) officers.   He had been invited to a meeting on 3 March to discuss local bus 
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services given the recent news that Tally Ho Coaches was withdrawing from its 
running of services 160 (town circular) and 162 (Loddiswell-Kingsbridge-Hope Cove) 
and was informed that the 93 service (Kingsbridge-Dartmouth) managed by 
Stagecoach was also under threat.  He would feedback to Members with his 
findings.  He was disappointed that the Environment Agency would not be able to 
attend the Kingsbridge Integrated Urban Drainage Modelling (IUDM) flood meeting 
on 21 February.  DCC was due to consider the budget for next financial year that 
week; its debt was technically greater that its reserves however, it would be kept off 
the balance sheets until 2026.   
  
He acknowledged comments made during the Public Open Forum regarding the 
transfer of highways signs to new locations which related in particular to the 
Applegate housing development.  Nil S.106 developer contribution funding had been 
allocated for highways matters during the planning application stage.  However, he 
considered that if the opportunity arose for the Town Council (KTC) to pay for 
improvements (extension of the current 30 mph zone in Belle Hill to the northern side 
of the Applegate access) then it may be wise for Members to consider it using KTC’s 
own budget.  He asked a member of public to forward photos of the condition of the 
highway in Buckwell Road.  He was content to support the proposal for planters to 
be introduced in Waverley Road. 
 
104.3 District Cllr O’Callaghan referred to comments made during the Public Open 
Forum and supported the proposal for planters in Waverley Road and financial 
support via locality budgets was potentially available.  She had met a newly 
appointed South Hams District Council (SHDC) officer on-site at Church Steps 
Passageway; a survey had been conducted and matters were progressing which 
would hopefully lead to its re-opening.  She would attend the orchard planting at 
Rack Park amenity space on the following day.  SHDC’s budget meeting would take 
place on 16 February, the council tax reduction scheme was due to be considered 
and the Household Support Fund would run until the end of March.  She noted that 
KTC had retained its share of Band D council tax.  South Devon Community Energy  
had a supply of blankets and slow cookers for households struggling with the cost-of-
living-crisis.  A private van permit scheme would be introduced on 1 March at Torr 
Quarry recycling centre.  Finally, the new garden waste collection service would 
commence on 6 March and stickers for bins would be forwarded shortly to 
households which had signed up.             
 
104.4 District Cllr Jackson reported that she also supported the proposed planters 
for Waverley Road.  She would attend the orchard planting day in Wallingford Road 
on 11 March.  Voter ID would be required for the Local Elections on 4 May and 
SHDC was promoting the new routine as best possible.  It was noted that an 
alternative to producing ID at polling stations was to apply for a postal vote.   
 
22/105 URGENT BUSINESS 
 
The Chairman agreed to take 2 items of Urgent Business at agenda item 22/114: 

• Waverley Road – planters, and  

• IUDM flood meeting. 
 
 



22/106 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Cllr Edmonds declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 22/114.1 
 
The following agenda item was taken early out-of-turn: 
 
22/114.1 BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN: 
  WAVERLEY ROAD – PLANTERS  
 
Members had noted statements made during the Public Open Forum and Waverley 
Road residents’ request for planters to be introduced at 3 in number locations which 
had gained support from DCC and SHDC Members.  DCC had suggested that said 
planters would need to be managed on KTC’s Asset Register in order to be covered 
by public liability insurance.  The size, material and actual planting to be worked up 
with estimate costs at circa £2k.  It was noted that similar projects around town were 
part of Kingsbridge In Bloom’s “It’s Your Neighbourhood” scheme.  It was 
RESOLVED to support in principle the introduction of planters in Waverley Road, to 
be asset managed by KTC, and to await further information from the local residents’ 
group. 
 
Cllrs Brazil and Jackson left the meeting  
 
22/107 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 10 January 2023 
be approved and signed by the Chairman; subject to one minor amendment. 
 
22/108 PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the Resolutions in the minutes of the 
Planning Committee held on 17 January 2023 and 7 February 2023. 
 
22/109 PROPERTY & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the Recommendations in the minutes of the 
Property & Recreation Committee held on 24 January 2023. 
 
22/110 TOWN BUS SERVICES 
 
Members noted that, further to Cllr Brazil’s report at 104.2, bus services 160 and 162 
would be invited for contract by DCC following withdrawal from Tally Ho Coaches.  
Moreover, the 93 service could be stopped by Stagecoach.  A DCC meeting would 
take place shortly to discuss whereupon local parishes covered by the routes could 
be informed.  Community bus services ran elsewhere and could be explored or 
indeed, a heritage bus service using vintage buses.  However, the worst case 
scenario was that 3 local bus services could be lost on 31 March.  It was 
RESOLVED for KTC to closely monitor the situation regarding local bus services and 
that it was likely for more information to be known in early March.    
 
 



22/111 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 
111.1 Annual Town Meeting.  Members agreed to hold the Annual Town Meeting 

as an interactive drop-in 10.00 a.m. to 12 noon on Saturday 4 March in the Town 

Square to link-up with a Farmers’ Market.  KTC would showcase: the budget for next 

financial year 2023/24, Local Council Elections, Skatepark progress and other topical 

matters. 

 

111.2 Voter ID Requirement.  From 4 May 2023 voters in England would need to 

show photo ID to vote at polling stations and this included Local Elections, Police & 

Crime Commissioner Elections and By-Elections (from October 2023 it would also 

apply to General Elections).  KTC would promote this new requirement. 

 

111.3 Highways Courses.  The grounds maintenance contractor was booked on 

the next available Signing, Lighting & Guarding Course 16-17 March which meant he 

would be able to work in a live carriageway.  Course fees would be refunded by 

DCC.  KTC will then be able to fill potholes again. 

 

111.4 Orchard Tree Planting.  Rack Park amenity space on Wednesday 15 and 

Friday 17 February during schools’ half-term plus Wallingford Road play area on 

Saturday 11 March.  Times were 10.00 a.m. to 3.00 a.m. and requests for voluntary 

help had been made via Facebook, Instagram, posters and flyers in the local 

neighbourhoods.   

 

111.5 Kingsbridge Climate Action – support for funding.  KCA had requested 

KTC to support its funding bid to the Devon Environment Foundation in order to 

provide a part-time Co-ordinator.  The deadline had been sharp, Friday 10 February, 

and hence there had not been sufficient time to liaise with all Members. 

 

111.6 Public Art meeting.  Following the inaugural meeting on 17 October dates 

had been forwarded to Members for a follow-up session and it was hoped to 

convene another meeting shortly. 

 

111.7 Town Crier.  Roger Pinder had written to Members thanking them for the 

increase in his Honorarium for next financial year 2023-24 and his letter was 

distributed. 

 

22/112 REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND  

  AUTHORITIES/AGENCIES 
 
112.1   Washabrook Stream - catchment silt management project meeting 16 
January 2023.  Notes from the meeting were anticipated shortly.  It was possible for 
the estuary to be dredged again in circa 2 years’ time.   

 
112.2 KTC/Anthony Mangnall MP/traders meeting 26 January 2023.  A range of 
matters were discussed over a 2 hour plus meeting including: absentee landlords, 
business rates, encouraging footfall into the town centre and the cost-of-living crisis. 



112.3 KTC/DCC Street Lighting/DCC Highways/Enerveo meeting 27 January 
2023.  Notes had been circulated from a worthwhile walkabout.  It was anticipated for 
new street lamps to be installed in March which would necessitate one or 2 evening 
road closures.  When specific dates were known KTC would post information flyers 
through Fore Street letterboxes to make shopkeepers aware.   

 
112.4 Kingsbridge Repair Café 29 January 2023.  The first session had been well 
attended and worthwhile. 

 

112.5 KTC/IAC Consultancy internal audit 31 January 2023.  Three minor 
observations had been identified which would be received by the next Finance 
Committee.   

 
112.6 SHDC/KTC Church Steps Passageway meeting 1 February 2023.  A 
worthwhile site meeting had been held and matters were anticipated to progress. 

 

112.7 KTC/Aviva/Sedgwick Bandstand meeting 1 February 2023.  A worthwhile 
meeting had been held and a timeline for reconstruction was anticipated shortly. 

 
112.8 SHDC/Mayors & Clerks meeting 3 February 2023.  A useful meeting had 
confirmed that the recent “My Place, My Views” public consultation had provided 
much useful feedback however, it was a preliminary exploratory study only for a 
review of the Joint Local Plan and the findings did not impact on current planning 
policy which included Neighbourhood Plans. 

 

112.9 SHDC/KTC economic strategy/town plans meeting 8 February 2023.  A 
meeting and town centre walkabout would be followed-up with a SHDC 
demonstration of software which monitored footfall. 

 
112.10 KTC/Police liaison meeting 10 February 2023.  A range of topical matters 
had been discussed and quarterly meetings between Members and the 
Neighbourhood Team would continue. 
 
112.11 Cycle path.  Liaison had taken place with West Alvington Parish Council and 
it was anticipated to contact landowners to discuss the concept for an off-road cycle 
path, aimed primarily at commuters, which could lead to a feasibility study. 
 
Cllr O’Callaghan left the meeting 
 
22/113 FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

 

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 14 February 2023.  It was 
RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £21,152.56 be approved and signed by 
the Chairman. 
 
22/114.2 BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN: 
  IUDM FLOOD MEETING 
 
Members noted that the Environment Agency was unable to send a representative to 
the flood meeting on 21 February in Quay House and the final Kingsbridge IUDM 



report was still awaited.  It was RESOLVED to contact DCC and suggest that the 
scheduled flood meeting be postponed until all relevant parties were able to attend. 
 
22/115 QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN 
 
None. 
 
22/116 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 
It was RESOLVED that in the view of the nature of the business about to be 
transacted, at agenda item 22/117 below, it was advisable in the public interest that 
the public be temporarily excluded. 
 
22/117 QUOTATIONS 
 
Members received estimates and actual quotations for community events identified 
by the Property & Recreation Committee (agenda item 22/109 above).   
 
King’s Coronation Weekend.  A quotation had been received to dress the Town 
Square in ‘red, white & blue’ lighting similar to the Queen’s Jubilee in 2022 which 
had been well received.  It was RESOLVED to invite ideas from local residents for 
the weekend and then review the proposal for lighting and other potential items.    
 
Ice rink during Kingsbridge Celebrates Christmas (KCC).  The attraction had 
been enjoyed by people of all ages and estimate costs for December 2023 had been 
received.  It was RESOLVED to liaise with the KCC Committee and propose that 
KTC would fund 50% of the costs for an ice rink over 2 days (up to a maximum sum). 
 
Movies on the Square.  A budget had been provided for next financial year 2023/24 
and KTC had already paid for a movie which had been cancelled in December 2022 
due to adverse weather.  Members revisited the Property & Recreation Committee 
recommendation from its recent meeting; it was then RESOLVED to show 3 movies 
in August 2023 on Friday evenings i.e. to accept a quotation for 2 movies in addition 
to the movie already paid for.  
 
The meeting closed at 10.10 p.m. 
 
 
 
…...................................... Presiding Chairman      ……................................Date 
 
Annex: 
 
A.   Public Open Forum. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Annex A to KTC minutes dated 14 February 2023 
 
Public Open Forum 
 
1.   Leslie Pengelly stated that: 
 

The Police 101 telephone service was impossible to engage in order to report non-

emergency incidents with extended waiting times of up to 3 hours’ duration.  He had 

to take some priority documents to the Police Station in Fore Street recently 

however, there was nobody on site but fortuitously he met a Constable on his way 

back to the station and stopped him.  Therefore, it was imperative for the Town 

Council (KTC) to pursue re-opening of Kingsbridge Police Station and its front desk 

service. 

 

Cllr Cole acknowledged the criticism of the Police 101 service and reported that KTC 

was pushing hard to re-open the Kingsbridge station.  He advised that Leslie should 

write to the Police & Crime Commissioner and the Kingsbridge Gazette. 

 

Leslie further stated that at the previous council meeting it has been mooted for KTC 

to pay the costs to move highways’ signage but he strongly considered that such 

business should be retained by DCC and objected to the proposal as a taxpayer. 

 

Finally, there had been a gravel pit in Buckwell Road for 18 months following it being 

dug up in September 2021; the highway had been inspected in July 2022 but nil 

repairs actioned to date. 

 

Cllr Cole thanked Leslie for his statements and Cllr Brazil would speak to the Devon 

County Council matters during his report. 

 
2.   Michelle McQuinn-Farrand and Fergus Mitchell were part of the Transition 
Streets group for Waverley Road which was the first neighbourhood in the town to be 
part of the initiative.  A long strip of constant muddy ground which had been an 
eyesore for years had been paved over for car parking however, 3 locations 
remained.  The group proposed for planters to be installed to provide ‘edible 
gardens’ by way of herbs, vegetables and fruit trees.  KTC support was requested. 
 
Cllr Cole thanked Michelle and Fergus for their statements and he would take the 
matter as an agenda item that evening under Urgent Business. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


