
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE, 

 AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 11 OCTOBER 2022 
 
Present:  Cllr Philip Cole (Chairman) 
   Cllr Anne Balkwill 
   Cllr Martina Edmonds 
   Cllr Barrie Fishman 
   Cllr Mike Jennings 
   Cllr Steve Mammatt 
   Cllr Mel Rollinson 
   Cllr Adam Sherring 
   Cllr Paul Vann 
   Cllr Julia Wingate 
       
In Attendance: County Cllr Julian Brazil  

District Cllr Susan Jackson 
District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan 
Isabel Blake (SHDC Head of Housing) 
Laura Wotton (SHDC Head of Assets)  

   Two Members of Public 
   Martin Johnson (Town Clerk) 
 
At the outset of the meeting the Chairman announced the outstanding achievements 
of Kingsbridge In Bloom at the Royal Horticultural Society’s Britain In Bloom 2022 
awards ceremony winning Small Town Gold Medal, Community Champion for 
Graham Price’s 15 year service and the overall/national winner of the Horticultural 
Excellence Award.  
 
22/48  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Chris Povey, Graham Price and Danielle 
Rawstron.      
 
Public Open Forum 
 
There were no statements from members of public. 
 
22/49 REPORTS FROM POLICE, DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL AND 

SOUTH HAMS DISTRICT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 
 
49.1   Sgt Peter Shotton had just commenced his new role as Neighbourhood Team 
Leader for Kingsbridge & Salcombe and had introduced himself to the Town Clerk.   
Police reports would be produced for future meetings. 
 
49.2   County Cllr Brazil reported that Devon County Council’s (DCC) revenue  
budget was forecast for a £17m over spend notwithstanding savings and use of  
reserves.  Indeed, inflation could add a further £10m deficit.  Children’s Services  
were particularly vulnerable and lack of funding was a huge issue.  The next financial  
monitoring report was due in November.  At the last council meeting it was discussed 



that 2nd homes council tax could potentially be doubled which would have to be voted 
through one year in advance.  There had been a policy shift to provide greater 
priority to pedestrians and cyclists on the highway via traffic calming, better 
accessibility and related matters.  The A379 at Frogmore would be totally closed for 
3 weeks in November to rectify a collapsed drain however, it was hoped that the 
actual works would be completed in less time.  The Devon Carbon Plan would be 
considered at the full council meeting, on the following day, and the Town Council’s 
(KTC) views would be welcomed. 
 
Cllr Brazil then answered questions: 

• DCC had only received circa a third of its funding request to central 
government to support public transport.  The number 3 service Dartmouth – 
Kingsbridge – Plymouth had been subsidised by DCC during Covid-19.  
Ultimately, local bus services were managed by private companies however, 
he would fight to retain them if they came under threat. 

• He looked forward to an update on the Kingsbridge catchment study and the 
next flooding meeting with South West Water and other bodies scheduled for 
February 2023. 

• He had been very content to support residents of Waverley Road regarding 
recent verge works in the locale.   

 
49.3 District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that South Hams District Council (SHDC) 
had taken the waste collection service back in house and first signs were positive.  
Any waste issues in Kingsbridge should be reported to Ward Members.  The garden 
waste service would end in late October with a new service to commence in March 
2023 which would have to be paid for.  The recent Development Management 
Committee had approved an application for a new dwelling at 20 Buckwell Road.  A 
scheme for housing developments in Ropewalk had resurfaced to be considered by 
the Executive.  There would be a special full council meeting on 13 October to 
consider the Plymouth City Council Freeport boundary to extend to the South Hams 
and expressions of interest had been invited for said Freeport to become an 
Investment Zone with a deadline of the following day 14 October.  She had attended 
a worthwhile Sustainable South Hams Assembly recently.  Waterborn’s 
paddleboarding hub had been supported to transfer to a new location near the 
Slipway, Quay Car Park, for a 2 year pilot.  It was confirmed that this would not 
present any issues for the proposed enlargement of the current skatepark.   
 
49.4 District Cllr Jackson reported that SHDC supported community composting 
however, she recognised that there was an issue in Kingsbridge for the current 
SHDC/Kingsbridge In Bloom compost facility in the Recreation Ground to be opened 
up for general public use.  A suitable location for a community composting site in 
Kingsbridge remained an issue.  Electric vehicle charging points in the town’s SHDC 
managed off-street car parks was progressing.  Finally, PV panels for Quayside 
Leisure Centre had been approved.  
 
The Chairman agreed to take the following agenda item early out-of-turn: 
 
 
 
 



22/57  AFFORDABLE HOUSING SCHEMES 
 
Members received SHDC’s “Housing Crisis Update” report (which would be an 
agenda item for the authority’s Executive meeting on 13 October) and the Heads of 
Housing and Assets spoke to it and took Members’ questions.  It was proposed to 
commence an Expressions of Interest (EOI) exercise for 2 in number SHDC owned 
sites in Ropewalk (brownfield and greenfield sites) to bring forward affordable led 
housing schemes.  The report included data from Devon Home Choice which 
identified the housing need in Kingsbridge alongside the history and specific 
information on the actual sites.  The EOI would include details of the authority’s 
Housing Strategy “Better Homes, Better Lives” to highlight the priorities for 
development and KTC’s own aspirations for the brownfield site.  An Evaluation Panel 
would be made up of the SHDC Leader, Lead Member for Homes, Kingsbridge Ward 
Members, Heads of Housing and Assets, and a representative from KTC was 
invited.  It was RESOLVED to support SHDC’s Expression of Interest exercise for 
affordable led housing in Ropewalk and for Cllr Edmonds to represent KTC on the 
Evaluation Panel. 
 
DCC & SHDC Ward Members, SHDC officers, and a member of public left the 
Council Chamber    
 
22/50  URGENT BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
22/51  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
None. 
 
22/52  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 12 July 2022 be 
approved and signed by the Chairman. 
 
22/53  PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the Resolutions in the minutes of the 
Planning Committees held on 19 July 2022, 11 August 2022 (extraordinary meeting), 
6 September 2022 and 4 October 2022. 
 
22/54  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the Recommendations in the minutes of the 
Finance Committee, public session, held on 26 July 2022. 
 
22/55  PROPERTY & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the Recommendations in the minutes of the 
Property and Recreation Committee held on 27 September 2022. 
 



22/56  MOTORHOMES – OFF-STREET CAR PARKS 
 
Members received SHDC’s report on its 12 month trial to allow motorhomes to park 
overnight (for a maximum of 2 consecutive nights at £10 per night from 6pm until 
10am) in nominated car parks throughout the district.  Feedback had been invited 
from KTC and Members focussed upon the information for the Cattle Market car 
park.  KTC had not supported the trial and forwarded representations to SHDC in 
May 2021.  Therefore, Members had carefully monitored the trial during summer 
2022.  After discussion it was RESOLVED to forward the following comments to 
SHDC:      

• The trial appeared to have encouraged motorhomes to also stay overnight in 

Quay car park and along The Promenade/Embankment Road given these 

were ‘honeypot’ locations directly next to the waterside.  

• Local licensed campsites in the Kingsbridge locale should be supported by 

SHDC rather than offering a cheaper overnight option without the benefit of 

licensed campsite welfare and recreational facilities.  

• Inherently, said lack of facilities encouraged abuse of the car parks. 

• There was no direct economic benefit to the town from the income generated 

by SHDC. 

 

In summary, KTC retains its Objection to motorhomes’ overnight stays in 

Kingsbridge car parks, does not support the trial in Cattle Market car park to continue 

as a permanent facility and does not support new trials elsewhere. 

 
22/58  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 

58.1 Re-lining of Fore Street disabled bays.  DCC would re-line disabled parking 

bays following a recent re-paint which had narrowed said bays to a width less than 

the standard limited waiting bays.  To be actioned shortly. 

 

58.2 External Audit.  PKF Littlejohn LLP had reported that it had not had the time 

to complete KTC’s external audit by the due date of 30 September.  KTC’s 

documentation was forwarded on 27 May and acknowledged on 9 July.  

 

58.4 Casual vacancies within 6 months of an election.  Town and parish 

elections would take place on 4 May 2023 when all Councillors would retire and 

those wishing to re-stand would be required to submit a nomination paper.  From 8 

November should any Members resign there would not be the opportunity for the 

local electorate to request an election however, the vacancy must still be advertised.  

In turn, KTC may co-opt to fill a vacancy but is not required to do so. 

 

58.5 DCC Highways and Snow Warden training.  The Town Clerk’s Chapter 8 

training to enable KTC to be part of the Highways Warden network had expired.  

Chapter 8 had now been replaced by a Signing, Lighting & Guarding course (SLG).  

As a minimum to coordinate works a Highway Safety Awareness (HAS) e-learning 

module should be undertaken which is provided free-of-charge by DCC.  Actually 

working on a live carriageway (open to the public) required those carrying out the 



works to have undertaken Unit 2 of the above SLG.  The full SLG (similar to previous 

Chapter 8) was a 2 day course however, individual requirements could be discussed 

with the Highway Neighbourhood Officer.  The course was not managed by DCC but 

costs would be reimbursed.  The Town Clerk could continue to set-up road closures 

e.g. for flood events and Remembrance Sunday because a Traffic Management 

Community Events qualification was extant until October 2024.  In summary, the 

Town Clerk and KTC’s ground maintenance contractor were required to undertake 

refresher highways training.  The Town Clerk was also required to undertake a new 

Snow Warden Winter Training on-line course in order to co-ordinate the town’s 

winter weather resilience. 

  

58.6 KWAC Neighbourhood Plan.  SHDC had made late comments on the 

Referendum version of the Kingsbridge, West Alvington & Churchstow 

Neighbourhood Plan regarding proposed Principal Residence text.  Feedback had 

been provided by the Steering Group and an outcome was awaited. 

 

58.7 New Policies.  An updated Equality & Diversity policy and new Social Media 

policy had been produced. 

 

58.8 Kingsbridge Open Space, Sport & Recreation Plan.  A recent National 

Association of Local Council’s report highlighted KTC’s plan as an example of good 

practice! 

 

22/59  REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND  

  AUTHORITIES/AGENCIES 
 
Members noted the following events and meetings since the last council meeting 
with specific comments as detailed: 
 
59.1 Fair Week KTC sponsored events Glove Hanging & Floral Dance 20 July 
and Town Criers’ competition 23 July 2022. 
 
59.2 Anthony Mangnall MP/KTC meeting 22 July 2022. 
 
59.3 South Hams town councils’ meetings 26 July 2022 and 14 September 
2022. 
 
59.4 Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting 2 August 2022. 
 
59.5 Planning Appeal hearing for Land at Garden Mill 4 August 2022.   The 
Planning Inspector had referred to the emerging Kingsbridge, West Alvington & 
Churchstow (KWAC) Neighbourhood Plan and emphasised it in her subsequent 
report. 
 
59.6 WPS Insurance/KTC 4 August 2022. 
 
59.7 Anthony Mangnall surgery on the Bandstand 11 August 2022. 
 



59.8 Movies on the Square 5 & 12 August 2022. 
 
59.9 SHDC/Skatepark Committee skatepark tenders’ meeting 9 August 2022. 
 
59.10 Police key individuals meeting 19 August 2022. 
 
59.11 Love Your Park family fun day 21 August 2022. 
 
59.12 Bridge For Hope briefing 1 September 2022. 
 
59.13 Twinning Society dinner 1 September 2022. 
 
59.14 Queen Elizabeth II civic commemorative service 17 September 2022. 
 
59.15 DCC/EA/SWW/KTC flooding meeting 20 September 2022.  The 
Kingsbridge integrated urban drainage modelling report was anticipated to be 
completed by end 2022 and the next meeting had been scheduled for 21 February. 
 
59.16 KTC Members’ get together 20 September 2022.  The ‘thought shower’ 
listing would be forwarded to Members to identify their 3 key priorities. 
 
59.17 Litter bin walkabout 21 September 2022. 
 
59.18 SHDC/Mayors & Clerks meeting 23 September 2022. 
 
59.19 Sustainable South Hams Assembly 8 October 2022.  A range of initiatives 
had been discussed including Share Shed, Repair Shop and Waverley Road 
becoming part of the Transition Towns scheme. 

 
22/60  FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

 

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 11 October 2022.  It was 
RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £25,380.03  be approved and signed 
by the Chairman. 
 
22/61  BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 
 
None. 
 
22/62  QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN 
 
The Chairman received questions and the following actions were agreed: 
 
62.1 KTC’s PA system would be used for Christmas themed music on the 
Bandstand. 
 
62.2 A community Carol Service in the Town Square would be worked-up. 
 



62.3 An empty shop in Fore Street should be explored for use by KTC on Saturday 
3 December to share topical information; potentially alongside local environmental 
groups. 
 
62.4 A KTC/Police liaison meeting to be convened with the new Police Sergeant. 
 
62.5 A Members’ breakfast meeting to be arranged. 
 
62.6   Kingsbridge In Bloom’s major achievements to be promoted. 
 
22/63  EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 
It was RESOLVED that in view of the nature of the business about to be transacted 
at agenda item 22/64 below, it was advisable in the public interest, that the public 
and press be temporarily excluded. 
 
A member of public left the Chamber 
 
22/64  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the Recommendations in the minutes of the 
Finance Committee, confidential session for Grant Aid, held on 26 July 2022 as 
follows: 
 

No Organisation Purpose Award 

1 Bridge for 
Hope 

Resettlement of a refugee family in 
Kingsbridge – van hire to collect family from 
Heathrow 

£200 

2 Kingsbridge 
Age 
Concern 

Health & wellbeing for over 55s – outdoor 
over-sized chess set (produced by Men’s 
Shed) 

Nil – however, there 
would be nil increase 
in ground rent at 2nd 
review 

3 Kingsbridge 
Community 
Tennis 

Tennis for the community – Saturday 
morning tennis coaching & walking tennis 

£200 

4 Kingsbridge 
Crafters 

Promotion of wellbeing through creativity – 
purchase of a sewing machine 

£200 

5 Wild About 
Kingsbridge 
CIC 

Enhancement of green corridors & wild 
spaces – purchase of plug plants for Quay 
Car Park grassy bank 

£200 

6 Kingsbridge 
Library 

Promotion & encouragement of the love of 
reading – refurbishment of the children’s 
area to a seaside theme 

£200 

7 Church 
Street 
Gardening 
Gang 

Upkeep of the Church Street amenity space 
– refurbishment of the garden railings 

Nil – noted that SHDC 
had agreed to action 
repairs & suggested 
for CSGGang to liaise 
with the Regal Club 
which uses the facility 



8 Kingsbridge 
Ukraine 
Group 

Support for hosts & families in the 
Kingsbridge area via the government 
Homes for Ukraine scheme – equipment 
and room hire for English lessons 

Nil – however, a room 
in Quay House would 
be offered 

9 Kingsbridge 
& Saltstone 
Caring 

Support via befriending for elderly & 
vulnerable people – purchase of extra 
staffing hours to deliver services 

Nil – noted that KTC 
provided room rental in 
Quay House free of 
charge 

 
Grant requests from KTC had totalled £3,224 for projects which totalled £4,599.  The 
above grants to realise total expenditure at £1,000 from the Grant Aid (Recreational 
& Social) cost code 130 from an allocated budget at £1,000. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.20 p.m. 
 
 
 
…...................................... Presiding Chairman      ……................................Date 


