
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN 
COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE, 

AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 10 MAY 2022 
 
Present:  Cllr Philip Cole (Chairman) 
   Cllr Martina Edmonds 
   Cllr Barrie Fishman 
   Cllr Mike Jennings 
   Cllr Steve Mammatt  
   Cllr Graham Price 
   Cllr Danielle Rawstron 
   Cllr Mel Rollinson 
   Cllr Adam Sherring 
   Cllr Paul Vann 
   Cllr Julia Wingate 
       
In Attendance: County Cllr Julian Brazil 
   District Cllr Susan Jackson 
   District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan 
   Four Members of Public 
   Martin Johnson (Secretary) 
 
At the outset of the meeting Cllr Jennings stated that it had been an honour and a 
privilege to have served as Kingsbridge Town Mayor and thanked his fellow 
Members and the community for their support.  
 
22/01  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 
It was RESOLVED to elect Cllr Cole as Chairman and Town Mayor for mayoral year 
2022/23 and his Acceptance of Office was received. 
 
22/02  ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
 
It was RESOLVED to elect Cllr Edmonds as Vice Chairman and Deputy Town Mayor 
for mayoral year 2022/23 and her Acceptance of Office was received. 
 
22/03  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Anne Balkwill, Cllr Chris Povey, Insp Ben 
Shardlow and Sgt Ryan Canning.      
 
Public Open Forum 
 
Members of public made the statements at Annex A. 
 
22/04 REPORTS FROM POLICE, DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL AND 

SOUTH HAMS DISTRICT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 
 
04.1  Sgt Ryan Canning had provided a written report in his absence which had been  



distributed to Members.  There had been 17 crimes reported in Kingsbridge during 
April 2022; a significant number were matters which could not be divulged as they 
may have happened within the home or there were aspects which were unsuitable 
for disclosure.  However, there were no trends or patterns.  There had been 48 calls 
for service via 101 or 999 including 4 road traffic collisions (3 of which involved 
motorcycles) 2 drink drivers and numerous calls associated with an on-going 
neighbourhood dispute.  The Neighbourhood Teams were busy planning for the 
summer policing period which would include deploying staff in support of Queen’s 
Jubilee events and Kingsbridge Fair Week 16-23 July.  Overall, there were no 
matters of concern to report and Kingsbridge continued to be a safe area in which to 
live.     
 
04.2 County Cllr Brazil thanked Cllr Jennings as outgoing Mayor and congratulated 
Cllr Cole in his new role.  He considered Kingsbridge Town Council’s (KTC) Precept 
level to be very effective when placed against other towns and showed what could 
be achieved.  As Chairman of the Harbour Board he was encouraged to receive 
Crispin Jones’ statement during the Public Open Forum and KTC Members’ positive 
reactions.  He wished to arrange a site visit from SHDC officers, alongside KTC, to 
consider a paddleboarding hub near the Slipway.  A planning application may be 
required however, there was potentially a precedent with an ice cream hut operating 
from Quay Car Park.  Paddleboarding was sustainable, healthy and quiet.  He also 
noted local residents’ comments regarding a relaxation of grass cutting in Duncombe 
Park and it would be wise to receive wider opinions because there was a balance to 
be had between a well cut lawn and biodiversity gains.  He had received a quotation 
at circa £5k to action tarmac repairs for the verge in Waverley Road which had been 
a local concern for several years and he would continue to lobby for action by Devon 
County Council (DCC).  Finally, he had met the new sector Police Inspector Ben 
Shardlow and noted that KTC Members were due to meet him again on 16 June. 
 
In response to a question, Cllr Brazil reported that SHDC had been allocated circa 
£1m from the government’s recently announced Levelling Up Fund.  
 
04.3 District Cllr O’Callaghan also thanked Cllrs Jennings and congratulated Cllr 
Cole.  She was also interested in the proposal for a paddleboarding base in Quay 
Car Park.  South Hams District Council’s (SHDC) green waste collection service had 
been re-introduced in April however, the contractor FCC had failed to empty 35k 
general waste bins and none had been collected on the previous Saturday.  The 
opposition group at SHDC had proposed for a special meeting to be held on 8 June 
to discuss the matter and had called for waste collection to be returned as an in-
house service and for a council tax discount for local residents.  Assets and Finance 
officers had confirmed that circa £25k unspent S.106 developer contribution funds 
from the Tesco retail store were available to enhance the skatepark.  The sum 
remained from an original contribution of £30k as circa £5k had already been 
provided to part-fund litter bins in the parks.  She was encouraged that the 
Recreation Ground café would have a new manager shortly.  Fifty Ukrainian 
refugees were registered in the South Hams via the national sponsorship scheme; a 
6 month free membership to the district leisure centres had been provided.  The 
timetable to install electric vehicle charging points in Fore Street and Quay car parks 
had been delayed by up to 12 weeks with Duncombe Street and Lower Union Road 
car parks to follow.  She had noted comments regarding grass cutting during the 



Public Open Forum and suggested contact with SHDC’s specialist officer.  There 
had been no recent news about the re-opening of Church Steps Passageway.  
 
In response to questions, Cllr O’Callaghan would ascertain the ownership of the 
pedestrian access stepped area leading from Tesco to Fore Street Car Park and 
would explore the discharge of planning conditions for the Kings Arms development. 
   
04.4 District Cllr Jackson also thanked Cllr Jennings and congratulated Cllr Cole.  
Fusion’s senior staff had attended a recent SHDC Overview & Scrutiny Committee.  
Visitor numbers were increasing for the leisure centres, solar panels would be 
installed, the company would fund social prescribing and the overall report was 
positive.  To counter SHDC’s declared housing emergency the authority was offering 
up to £5k for people to downsize from current rental properties via housing 
associations or social housing registered providers.  Finally, she supported the 
proposals for a new paddleboarding hub to be located alongside an enhanced 
skatepark. 
 
The following agenda item was taken early out-of-turn: 
 
22/14  PADDLEBOARDING 
 
Members had noted a statement made during the Public Open Forum and were very 
keen for a paddleboarding hub to be sustained in town.  The proposal was for a trial 
period of 12 months at a new location and, if successful, a probable tendering 
process on completion.  It was RECOMMENDED to support the proposal for the  
re-location of the paddleboarding hub from The Crabshell Inn to a location near the 
Slipway in Quay Car Park. 
 
County Cllr Brazil, District Cllrs Jackson & O’Callaghan and a Member of Public left 
the meeting 
 
22/05  APPOINTMENTS TO COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
 
Appointments to membership of the Environment & Resilience, Finance, Planning, 
Property & Recreation Committees were agreed at Annex B. 
 
22/06  APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
Appointments to represent Kingsbridge Town Council (KTC) on Outside Bodies were 
agreed at Annex C. 
 
22/07  URGENT BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
22/08  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
None. 
 
 



22/09  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 12 April 2022 be 
approved and signed by the Chairman. 
 
22/10  PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the Resolutions in the minutes of the 
Planning Committees held on 19 April 2022 and 3 May 2022. 
 
22/11  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the Recommendations in the minutes of the 
Finance Committee held on 26 April 2022. 
 
22/12  ACCOUNTS GOVERNANCE 
 
Members received and considered the draft annual governance statement.  It was 
RESOLVED to approve the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 of the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 Form 3) for the financial year ending 
31 March 2022. 
 
 22/13  ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 
 
Members received and considered the Internal Audit report dated 8 May 2022 and 
the draft Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return 2021/22 Form 3).  It was RESOLVED to approve the 
unaudited Annual Accounts for the financial year ending 31 March 2022 for despatch 
to the External Auditor and to confirm the Exercise of Public Rights inspection period 
as 13 June to 22 July 2022. 
 
22/15  PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 
 
Members received a request from a fellow local council to support a change in the 
law for a proportional representation electoral system for county, district and local 
councils.  Members considered that a strength of KTC was its apolitical stance and 
moreover, the proposal had negligible chance of success.  It was RESOLVED that 
KTC should not support proportional representation for local councils. 
 
22/16  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

 

16.1 AGM review of assets, leases and confirmation of insurance cover.  All 

files and information was available for Members to sight.    

 

16.2   Thank You.  KTC had received kind thank you letters/email from the following 

for KTC’s recent Grant Aid disbursements: 

• Citizens Advice South Hams £1,500 (weekly outreach at Quay House), 

• Kingsbridge Celebrates Christmas £500 (ice skating rink), and 

• Kingsbridge Cookworthy Museum £2,000 (town heritage projects). 



16.3   Street furniture.  The new seats and benches would be positioned in Fore 

Street at 8.00 a.m. the following morning for Members to consider their installation. 

 

16.4   Girl Guides sculpture.  Kingsbridge alongside Barnstaple, Tavistock and 

Exmouth had been selected to exhibit a life size sculpture of either a rainbow, 

brownie, guide or ranger made out of marine play and decorated with recycled 

plastic.  Upon delivery a suitable location off the highway would be selected for 

public viewing. 

 

22/17  REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND  

  AUTHORITIES/AGENCIES 
 
17.1   SHDC/KTC/ParkLifeSW tree planting in Duncombe Park 14 April 2022.  
Members had attended the intial tree planting in town following the successful joint 
SHDC/KTC bid to the Urban Tree Challenge Fund. 
 
17.2   Police Sector Inspector/KTC meeting 14 April 2022.  Members had met 
with Insp Ben Shardlow to discuss topical policing matters. 
 
17.3   KTC Trebblepark door-to-door play area consultation 28 April 2022.  
Members had posted flyers and spoken to numerous residents identifying the 
concept to enlarge the current basketball court to include 2 hoops with integral 
goalposts.  The deadline for feedback was 16 May. 
 
17.4   Chamber of Commerce/local businesses/KTC Fore Street Car Park 
meeting 29 April 2022.  The on-site meeting had discussed potential better signage 
from Tesco/car park to the town centre.   
 
17.5   Annual Town Meeting in the Town Square 7 May 2022.  Feedback received 

from local residents at the meeting in the Town Square on Saturday 7 May had been 

forwarded to Members verbatim.  Topics had included: new skatepark, youth 

matters, parks, amenity spaces, local speed limits, Footpath No.15, electric vehicle 

charging points, development of the waterfront, highways matters, street furniture, 

proposed community centre and proposed bike track. 

 

17.6   SHDC/KTC/Wild About Kingsbridge Rack Park amenity space meeting 5 

& 10 May 2022.  On-site meetings had been held to discuss the potential for a bike 

pump track alongside the planting in winter 2022/23 of 45 mixed Orchard trees, 

wildflower areas and retention of dog owners to allow their pets to run-off leads. 

 

17.7   Bus Station art project.  Proposals for a artistic make-over of the bus 

shelters had been suspended. 

 
22/18  FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

 

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 10 May 2022.  It was 
RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £15,065.49 be approved and signed by 
the Chairman. 



22/19  BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 
 
None. 
 
22/20  QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN 
 
None. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.15 p.m. 
 
 
 
…...................................... Presiding Chairman      ……................................Date 
 
Annexes: 
 
A.   Public Open Forum. 
B.   Appointments to Council Committees. 
C.   Appointments to Outside Bodies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annex A to KTC minutes dated 10 May 2022 
 

Public Open Forum 
 
1.   David Dain stated that new SHDC grass cutting routines had been introduced for 
Duncombe Park with KTC support.  SHDC aimed to increase biodiversity and wildlife 
value at its green spaces by leaving areas of long grass alongside the introduction of 
new areas of wildflowers and tree planting.  The target was to increase the 
biodiversity value on its land assets by 10% by 2025.  A public consultation had been 
held in July 2021 resulting in over 1,000 responses.  The feedback was 
overwhelmingly supportive with over 97% in favour of the general principle of 
improving biodiversity and wildlife value; and over 90% in favour of a relaxation of 
cutting regimes on verges and peripheries of parks and new wildflower planting.  For 
Duncombe Park: 

• the central, southern and western grassed areas had been retained as 
regular amenity cuts, 

• the northern grassed area (behind the Fire Station) had been earmarked for 
wildflowers, and 

• the eastern grassed area, off the steps from Belle Vue Road, would be left to 
grow after a recent spring cut to be cut again in late summer/early autumn. 

 
However, no 2 parks were the same.  No signage had identified the public 
consultation or new routines.  The area around Duncombe Park was highly 
populated, few homeowners had gardens and dogs were allowed to run off their 
leads.  Uncut grass likely to be over 2 feet high would effectively hide dog faeces 
and local residents would have a much reduced area to sit, relax and have picnics 
etc.  He considered that the new routine was unacceptable for Duncombe Park and 
should be re-considered. 
 
2.   David Barnwell supported Mr Dain’s viewpoints regarding Duncombe Park.  He 
used the park every day and had noticed a reduction in footfall and felt that both 
practically and aesthetically the new grass cutting routine was wrong for the park. 
 
Cllr Cole thanked them both and noted that SHDC Ward Members were present and 
had received their statements. 
 
3.   Crispin Jones had taught paddleboarding in Kingsbridge since 2014.  The club 
was recognised at national level and a race in October 2022 had attracted 180 
people from as far afield as New Zealand.  He worked with schools, cubs, scouts 
and community groups.  However, the current premises at The Crabshell Inn would 
be unavailable from November 2022 but he wished to retain the facility in 
Kingsbridge.  Therefore, the proposal was for a circa 40 foot long wooden clad metal 
container near the Slipway in Quay Car Park in order to sustain the paddleboarding 
venture and he sought KTC/SHDC support.   
 
Members received feedback on a range of questions: 

• Storage for circa 30 boards up to 14 feet long and 2 inflatable 10 person 
boards was pivotal. 

• The facility needed to be at the water’s edge. 



• A solar panel/battery power system for a PC, printer and lighting would be 
required (similar to the railway shed near the Memorial Shelter). 

• Other freelance instructors would use the facility. 

• Location next to an enhanced skatepark would provide a sports hub. 
 
Cllr Cole thanked Crispin for his briefing and reported that the matter would be 
considered at the meeting and the agenda item would be brought forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annex B to KTC minutes dated 10 May 2022 
 

MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES 

 FINANCE COMMITTEE 
(Tuesdays 7.00 p.m. – 5 meetings per annum) 

Appointment  2021/22 2022/23 

Members  Anne Balkwill (Chair) 
Martina Edmonds 
Barrie Fishman 
Chris Povey 
Julia Wingate 

Anne Balkwill 
Barrie Fishman 
Mike Jennings 
Chris Povey 
Julia Wingate 

Internal Auditor IAC Audit & Consultancy IAC Audit & Consultancy  

Ex Officio (2) Mike Jennings 
Philip Cole 

Philip Cole 
Martina Edmonds 

Secretary  Martin Johnson Martin Johnson 

PROPERTY & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
(Tuesdays 7.00 p.m. – 4 meetings per annum)  

Appointment  2021/22 2022/23 

Members  Martina Edmonds 
Barrie Fishman 
Graham Price 
Mel Rollinson 
Adam Sherring 

Anne Balkwill 
Mike Jennings 
Graham Price  
Mel Rollinson 
Adam Sherring 

Ex Officio (2) Mike Jennings 
Philip Cole (Chair) 

Philip Cole  
Martina Edmonds 

Secretary  Martin Johnson Martin Johnson 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
(1st & 3rd Tuesdays each month at 7.00 p.m.) 

Appointment 2021/22 2022/23 

Members  Anne Balkwill 
Martina Edmonds (Chair) 
Chris Povey  
Graham Price 
Danny Rawstron 
Adam Sherring 

Anne Balkwill 
Chris Povey 
Graham Price 
Danny Rawstron 
Vacancy 

Ex Officio (2) 
 

Mike Jennings 
Philip Cole 

Philip Cole 
Martina Edmonds 

Secretary Martin Johnson Martin Johnson 

ENVIRONMENT & RESILIENCE COMMITTEE 
(Tuesdays at 7.00 p.m. – 2 per annum) 

Appointment 2021/22 2022/23 

Members Anne Balkwill 
Barrie Fishman (Chair) 
Graham Price 
Danny Rawstron 
Mel Rollinson 
Paul Vann 

Barrie Fishman 
Graham Price 
Danny Rawstron 
Mel Rollinson 
Paul Vann 

Ex Officio Mike Jennings 
Philip Cole 

Philip Cole 
Martina Edmonds 

Secretary Martin Johnson Martin Johnson 



Annex C to KTC minutes dated 10 May 2022 
 

REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
Appointment 2021/22 2022/23 

Dodbrook Feoffees Philip Cole 
Vacancy 

Philip Cole 

Kingsbridge Community 
College Trust  

Anne Balkwill 
Graham Price 

Anne Balkwill 
Graham Price 

Kingsbridge Feoffees 
(4 trustees) 

Anne Balkwill 
Vacancy 
Julie Barnett (former Cllr) 
Keith Wingate (former Cllr) 

Anne Balkwill 

Kingsbridge Twinning 
Society 

Town Mayor (via invitation 
only) 

Town Mayor (via invitation 
only) 

Cookworthy Museum 
Management Committee 

Philip Cole 
 

Philip Cole 
 

Kingsbridge Estuary Boat 
Club 

Graham Price Graham Price 

Kingsbridge Chamber of 
Commerce  

Anne Balkwill 
Steve Mammatt 

Anne Balkwill 
Steve Mammatt 

Kingsbridge in Bloom Anne Balkwill 
Philip Cole 

Anne Balkwill 
Philip Cole 

Police Liaison  Philip Cole 
Barrie Fishman 
Mike Jennings 

Philip Cole 
Barrie Fishman 
Danny Rawstron 
Mel Rollinson 

Police Councillor Advocate Barrie Fishman Barrie Fishman 

Kingsbridge Licensees 
Committee 

Philip Cole 
Barrie Fishman 

Philip Cole 
Barrie Fishman 

Kingsbridge 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group 

Anne Balkwill 
Martina Edmonds 
Graham Price 

Anne Balkwill 
Martina Edmonds 
Graham Price 

Kingsbridge Dementia 
Friendly Community  

Anne Balkwill 
Mike Jennings 

Anne Balkwill 
Mike Jennings 

South Hams Area Well 
Being 

Martina Edmonds 
Mike Jennings 

Martina Edmonds 
Mike Jennings 

Kingsbridge Fair Week Anne Balkwill Anne Balkwill 

Food and Music Festival Steve Mammatt Steve Mammatt 

Bridge For Hope Mike Jennings Mike Jennings 

 

 
 

 
   


